
For Immediate Release:

April 16, 2013

Portland State University presents Open Engagement 2013

May 17-19, 2013

Open Engagement is an international conference that sets out to explore various perspectives on art and social prac-
tice and expand the dialogue around socially engaged art making. The Open Engagement conference is an initiative of 
Portland State University’s Art and Social Practice MFA concentration. Directed and founded by Jen Delos Reyes and 
planned in conjunction with the Art and Social Practice students, this year’s conference features keynote presenters 
Claire Doherty, Tom Finkelpearl, and Michael Rakowitz.

These artists and scholars touch on subjects including public art, politics, art in context, and education. Tom Finkelpearl 
has written extensively on public art, served as the director of New York City’s Percent for Art, is currently the direc-
tor of the Queens Museum and is one of the founders of the Contemporary Art and Social Practice Pilot MFA program at 
Queens College. Claire Doherty has been a key voice in writing around context and place in contemporary art. Doherty 
leads Situations, a research and commissioning program which further investigates these topics. Michael Rakowitz is an 
artist whose work has broached complex political and social issues through personal and intimate means. His works 
ranging from paraSite, Return, and The Breakup have grappled with issues of homelessness, political conflict, popular 
culture, and personal narrative.

For Open Engagement 2013 we are bringing together these voices to reflect on publics, contexts, and institutions in 
relation to the current state of socially engaged art, education, and institutional practice.

Through conversations, presentations, workshops, interviews, open reflections, and related projects created for or 
presented at the conference, we will be investigating, questioning, celebrating, and challenging the current state of 
art and social practice. This conference is a site where an intergenerational exchange can occur between emerging art-
ists and established artists. This is also a site where transdisciplinary conversation is possible.

Open Engagement is a free conference that will take place May 17-19, 2013, in Portland, Oregon. 

This years conference will host over 150 artists, activists, curators, scholars, writers, organizations, film makers and 
collectives including: Transformazium, Fieldfaring, Lucky Pierre, Shani Peters, Sal Randolph, Ghana Think Tank, Paul 
Ramirez Jonas, Pablo Helguera, Creative Time, Lee Walton and many more.

Press contact: Jen Delos Reyes, Director of Open Engagement ·delosrey@pdx.edu 
Mailing address: Department of Art, Portland State University, P.O. Box 751, Portland, Oregon 97207-0751

Register online: tiny.cc/oe2013
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Open Engagement is made possible by the generous support of our sponsors:


